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Objectives 

• Learn about:  
– the role of the GeoLibrary in reducing the costs of 

acquiring geospatial data,  
– free web-based mapping tools, and use them to increase 

efficiencies in your daily work. 

• By the end of this presentation you will be able to: 
• Communicate more effectively over the phone with someone 

regarding a specific place 
• Determine coordinates of subject parcel, and email coordinates or 

Google Earth place marker file 
• Quickly develop abutter lists and export tables 
• Download various free datasets to aid in your work 
• Utilize free available historical imagery 

 



GEOLIBRARY ORGANIZATION 

• 15 Member Volunteer Board Appointed by the 
Governor, Speaker of the House and President 
of the Senate 

– State Agencies 

– Private and Non-Profit Sectors 

– Counties 

– Municipalities 

– Public 

 



PROJECTS 

• Provides Coordinating Role to Acquire 
Geospatial Data 

– Orthoimagery 

– High Resolution Topographic data (LiDAR) 

– Unified Parcel Data Layer 

 



ORTHOIMAGERY 

• 5 YEAR PROGRAM TO 
REFRESH STATE 
IMAGERY 



PROGRESS TO 
DATE 
• 14 OF 16 COUNTIES 

COMMITTED TO 
PROGRAM 

 



COMMUNITY 
PARTICIPATION 



TOPOGRAPHY- (LiDAR) 

• Current Availability 

– Approximately 10,000 
sq. mi. 



WHAT IS LiDAR? 

• Billions of Point Locations 



LiDAR PRODUCTS 

• Improves contour 
intervals to 1’ or 2’  

• Suitable for 
Development Permit 
Applications 

• Provides opportunities 
for many other data 
sets 

– Building Footprints 

– Land Cover 
Determinations 

– Impervious Surface 
Quantification 

– Forest Analytics 

– Wetlands Identification 

 



THE USGS NATIONAL MAP 



Maine Office of GIS (MEGIS) 



MEGIS - Online Maps 



Maine Geoparcel Viewer 



Maine Geoparcel Viewer – zoom in 



Maine Geoparcel Viewer – add imagery 



Maine Geoparcel Viewer – LUPC Details 



Maine Geoparcel Viewer – Municipal Details 



Geoparcel Viewer – transition to 
Google Street View 



Geoparcel Viewer – transition to 
Google Street View 



Geoparcel Viewer – transition to 
Google Street View 



Geoparcel Viewer – Abutter List 



MEGIS - Online Maps 



LUPC Viewer 



Maine Office of GIS (MEGIS) 



MEGIS Data Catalog 



Google Earth with Parcels from MEGIS Data Catalog 

(Parcels courtesy of GeoLibrary & MEGIS joint effort) 



Available Data From MDEP 



Google Earth with Parcels and MDEP 
Tank Locations 



Google Earth with Parcels, Vernal Pool, 
Bird Habitat for Shoreland Zoning 



E-mail a Place Marker 



Conclusion 

• Covered a variety of freely available public 
datasets and web-based map viewers, 
enabling you to: 

• Communicate more effectively over the phone with 
someone regarding a specific place 

• Determine coordinates of subject parcel, and email 
coordinates or Google Earth place marker file 

• Quickly develop abutter lists and export tables 

• Download various free datasets to aid in your work 

• Utilize free available historical imagery 

 



HELPFUL WEB LINKS 

• Maine GeoLibrary 
– http://www.maine.gov/geolib/index.htm 

• Maine Office of GIS Map Viewers  
– http://www.maine.gov/megis/maps/ 

• DEP Maps 
– http://www.maine.gov/dep/gis/datamaps/index.html 

• Conservation Lands 
– http://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/publications_maps/conservation_lands_m

aine.html 

• Orthoimagery 
– http://mapserver.maine.gov/basemap/index.html 

• USGS National Map 
– http://nationalmap.gov/  

• GOOGLE EARTH 
– https://www.google.com/earth/  
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Questions? 


